
2018 Florida Triple Crown  
Bus Roadeo

On April 27-28, Florida’s 
best bus drivers and 
technicians participated 

in the 2018 Florida Triple Crown Bus 
Roadeo in Daytona Beach, Florida. The 

2018 Florida Triple Crown Roadeo once 
again combined the FPTA and RTAP roadeos 

into a single, colossal weekend honoring all of 
Florida’s maintenance technicians, paratransit 

and fixed route operators. Over 300 competitors, 
judges, sponsors, guests and dignitaries partici-

pated in the two-day event. 

The year’s event was a joint effort of the Florida 
Public Transportation Association (FPTA), the Flor-
ida Rural Transit Assistance Program (RTAP), the 
Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT), and 
the Florida Association of Coordinated Transit Sys-
tems (FACTS), and hosted by the Votran.

There were training opportunities for the participants. 
Then the bus operator participant’s 
skills were tested with a written test 
and the on-course competition. The 
maintenance technicians faced sim-
ilar challenges with a written test 
and a series of diagnostic tests.

As always, the event concluded 
with an Awards Banquet that 
crowned and recognized the 2018 
champions in the paratransit van 
and cutaway divisions, the fixed 
route bus division, the individual 
paratransit maintenance techni-
cian, and the maintenance tech-
nician’s team competition.

Sherman Polydare from Jacksonville Transit 
Authority took the top honors is the second 
annual paratransit maintenance technician 
competition, outpacing his fellow paratransit 
technicians.

JTrans’s Tommy Griffis drove away with the 
Van Category Championship, with Lee Tran’s 
Chris Cowles repeating as the Cutaway Cat-
egory Champion. Both traveled to Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania in early June to represent Florida 
at the Community Transportation Association 
of America (CTAA) national roadeo.

Griffis Places at CTAA Roadeo
JTrans’s Tommy Griffis traveled 
to Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania in 
early June to represent Florida 
at the Community Transporta-
tion Association of America 
(CTAA) national roadeo in the 
Van Division and drove away 
with the third place trophy. 

Congratulations Tommy!



Paratransit Roadeo Winners

L-R: Brad Miller, FPTA 
Chair and 1st  Place 
Tommy Griffis, JTrans

L-R: Brad Miller, FPTA 
Chair and 1st Place: 
Chris Cowles, LeeTran

Cutaway Division Winner Van Division Winner

L-R: Brad Miller, FPTA 
Chair and 1st Place Sher-
man Polydare, Jackson-
ville Transit Authority

Paratransit Maintenance Technician Division 
Winner

Cutaway Category: 1st place Chris Cowles, LeeTran; 2nd 
place Michael Wimberly, Calhoun County Senior Citizens; 
and 3rd Jose Hernandez, MV Transit

Van Category: 1st place Tommy Griffis, JTrans; 2nd place 
Raymond Aylmer, Gulf Transportation; ad 3rd place Bob 
Stutzman, Sarasota County Area Transit

Paratransit Maintenance Technician: 1st place Sherman 
Polydare, Jacksonville Transit Authority; 2nd place William 
Hernandez, Big Bend Transit; and 3rd place Angle Melen-
dez, MV Transit

Overall Champion

Overall Champion: Big Bend Transit captured the 2018 
Overall Paratransit Champion (combined van, cutaway, and 
maintenance scores). Big Bend Transit was represented by 
Iris Porter, Van Johnson and William Hernandez.

Congratulations to all Roadeo competitors!!!

L-R: Van Johnson, Cutaway Operator; William 
Hernandez, Maintenance Technician; Iris Potter, Van 
Operator; and, Brad Miller, FPTA Chair

Please direct all questions or comments to:

RTAP BULLETIN

Center for Urban Transportation Research 
University of South Florida 

4202 East Fowler Avenue, CUT100 
Tampa, FL 33620-5375 

(813) 974-3120, fax (813) 974-5168 
email: jaygoodwill@cutr.usf.edu 
website: www.floridartap.org

OUR MISSION

The Florida RTAP provides training, con-
tinuing education, and technical assistance 
to those who provide or assist in the pro-
vision of public transportation services in  
rural and small urban communities in order 
to promote the coordinated delivery of safe,  
efficient, and effective transit services.
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The RTAP BULLETIN is produced by the 
USF Center for Urban Transportation 
Research.
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SPOTLIGHT—Stephanie Lewis,  Instructional Designer/Media 
Specialist, Center for Urban Transportation Research

Each SPOTLIGHT edition highlights one of our many 
energetic Florida RTAP transit professionals and 
allows these individuals to introduce themselves 

in their own words. In this issue, the SPOTLIGHT is on 
Stephanie Lewis,  Instructional Designer/Media Specialist, 
Center for Urban Transportation Research.

Name: Stephanie Lewis

Title: Instructional Designer/Media 
Specialist

Birthplace:  Plainfield, New Jersey

Education: M.Ed., Instructional 
Technology, University of South 
Florida; B.S., Technology Education, 
The College of New Jersey; Gradu-

ate Certificates in Web Design and Multimedia Design, 
University of South Florida

Professional History: After graduating college, as a cer-
tified Industrial Arts teacher, I worked as a high school 
Technology Education teacher in New Jersey for 5 years.  
I taught classes such as robotics, architecture, computer 
aid drafting and design, introduction to technology, web 
site design, and film production. After moving to Florida 
in 2007 I switched careers and was able to use my teach-
ing background to start my career at CUTR in my current 
position.  At CUTR, I have a variety of responsibilities.  I 
develop curriculum, maintain and update websites, admin-
ister Transportation Learning, and help organize the yearly 
Professional Development Workshop.

Years Working with Current Agency: 10 ½ years

Years Working in Transit Industry: 10 ½ years

Biggest Surprise Working in Paratransit: The individuals 
at the agencies make a huge impact on the community and 
they are truly dedicated to serving their passengers.

Biggest Challenge Working in Paratransit: Determine how 
best to provide training to small and rural transit agencies 
while there are constraints on funding, time, and staffing.

Personal Benefit Working in Paratransit: Making connec-
tions all over the state and seeing how training has had such 
a positive impact an all agencies.

Community Involvement: CUTR works closely with 
Healthy Families Pasco County. Every year we buy back-
packs and Christmas presents for families in need.  I usu-
ally go a little overboard and spoil the children. I also vol-
unteer as an Area Representative for the Faculty & Staff 
Campaign at the University of South Florida, which raises 
money to support important student initiatives.

Personal Background: I have been married for almost 7 
years to my wonderful husband Jason.  We are avid cruis-
ers and have been on 20+ cruises together.  I like to buy 
a Christmas ornament every place we visit as a souvenir. 
Someday I would love to go to cruise to Bora Bora.

Inspiration: My grandparents, they were married for 68 
years.

Childhood Ambition: To be a chef

Favorite Book: How can I pick just one? I like to read books 
written by: Nicholas Sparks, Carol Snow, Emily Giffin, and 
Bobby Bones.

Favorite Color: Purple

Favorite Candy: Dove Chocolate and Peanut M&Ms

My Motto: Keep moving forward.

Save the Date
2018 FPTA/CTD Annual  

Conference & EXPO

October 14–17, 2018 
Daytona Beach, FL

https://floridatransit.org/save-the-date
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National RTAP Resources: Rural Integrated National Transit 
Database (iNTD)

The Integrated National Transit Database (iNTD) is 
a major component of the Florida Transit Informa-
tion System (FTIS), developed by Florida Interna-

tional University (FIU) for Florida DOT.  Previously known 
as INTDAS, iNTD integrates multiple years of NTD data 
and includes performance measures at different aggregate 
levels.  It allows users to quickly and easily retrieve and 
analyze data.  

National RTAP worked with FIU to develop a rural iNTD 
module similar to the urban module.  This project inte-
grates rural data from 2007 to 2014.  The data are updated 
on a regular basis.

The system was developed to help rural transit providers 
and state DOTs quickly select NTD data and variables for 
Section 5311 recipients and subrecipients.  Performance 
measures relevant to rural systems are included in the mod-
ule.  Users can run standard reports, view NTD forms, or 
select their own variables.

To access to the Rural iNTD system, register here and then 
enter your password on the Rural iNTD login page.  (To log 
in for the Urban iNTD, click here.)  

There are video tutorials within Rural iNTD that will show 
you how to use the system to access the rural data, view 
trends, and compare peer states and transit providers. You 
can also view the Rural iNTD Overview Webinar from 
June 2015 for an overview of the tool and some guidance 
on how to use it.

2018 PDW and Summit A Success! 

Close to 225 transit professionals representing Flor-
ida transit systems, Florida DOT central and dis-
trict offices, consultants, and other organizations 

gathered in Tampa at the USF Embassy Suites on June 4-6, 
2018 for the FPTA/FDOT/CUTR Professional Develop-
ment Workshop (PDW) and Transit Safety and Operations 
Summit. The workshop and summit were jointly sponsored 
by the Florida Public Transportation Association (FPTA), 
Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT), and the 
USF Center for Urban Transportation Research (CUTR). 
The workshop theme was “Be Prepared.”

The sixth annual Summit, hosted by the FDOT Florida 
Transit Safety and Operations Network (FTSON), started 
off the three days of professional development and attracted 
over 130 transit professionals. State and national safety 
experts provided informative presentations on a wide vari-
ety of topics related to transit safety and operations.

The seventeenth annual PDW offered a unique professional 
development opportunity for Florida's public transportation 
supervisors, front-line employees, and other key staff in 
operations, maintenance, marketing, planning and admin-
istration. The one-stop workshop provided attendees with 
26 different sessions that offered an excellent opportunity 
to learn from industry experts, attend professional develop-
ment training, learn about research updates, and network 
with their peers. All of Florida’s transit networks – safety 
and operations, maintenance, marketing and planning –
played active roles in developing and presenting timely 
workshop content. 

This year’s workshop included several sessions of rel-
evance for Florida’s small urban and rural transit 
agencies. 
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2018 Upcoming Events

The classes and conferences listed below are sponsored by the Florida Department of Transportation and the 
Center for Urban Transportation Research at the University of South Florida in Tampa. If you would like to 
attend any of the courses, you will find a course announcement and registration form for each course at www.
floridartap.org in the Training Calendar section. Click on the course name to download or view training class 
details. If you have an idea for a training course or would like to host a course, please contact Jay Goodwill at 
jaygoodwill@cutr.usf.edu.

October 14-17, 2018
FPTA/CTD Annual Training & EXPO—Daytona, 
FL

TRIPS Overview

The Transit Research Inspection Procurement 
Services (TRIPS) program has been in exis-
tence since 1995, providing agencies with the 

means of procuring quality vehicles at the lowest pos-
sible price. 

TRIPS was developed through the insight, innovation 
and funding from the Florida Department of Trans-
portation’s (FDOT) Office of Freight, Logistics and 
Passenger Operations. TRIPS is administered and 
managed by the University of South Florida’s (USF) 
Center for Urban Transportation Research (CUTR).

The mission of TRIPS is to provide public transporta-
tion agencies access to procure high quality vehicles 
at competitive prices, provide technical assistance and 
guidance to public transit agencies for vehicle pro-
curement, research and develop transit bus specifica-
tions that improve product quality and extend the life 
of the vehicles procured, and conduct crash testing 
and bus safety analysis to increase passenger safety 
and comfort. 

The TRIPS program is accomplishing this mission by:

• Establishing statewide contracts for procurement 
of certain transit vehicles.

• Developing vehicle technical specifications for all 
various public transit vehicles required by Flori-
da’s public transportation systems.

• Providing technical assistance and guidelines to 
public transit agencies during the procurement 
process and coordination with the contracted 
dealer.

• Providing technical assistance to individual tran-
sit agency Maintenance Managers experiencing 
unidentified fleet and warranty issues.

• Investigating, conducting research, testing and 
developing component and design performance 
standards for the manufacture of vehicle and 
related components as part of vehicle technical 
specifications.

To learn more about the TRIPS program and how to 
utilize their services, please visit their site at www.
tripsflorida.org
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